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Hudson Introduces New Low-Priced Car 


I erected 


Company Rehires 6,000 in Move to Put ‘Men and Money to Work’) 
Ford Views 1938 Outlook Bright; Week’s Output Placed at 48,394 Units; 
Nov. Car Sales Hit 196,485 Units; Ford Asks NLRB for Rehearing 


A new low-priced car, whose price 
tag will range in the “Big Three” 
class, was announced Tuesday by | 
A. E. Barit, president of Hudson | 
Motor Car Co., at a meeting of | 
editors and publishers in Detroit’s Book-Cadillac Hotel. | 
Production on the new model will begin this week, with | 
rehiring of 6,000 workers which will raise the company’s | 
current payroll to a full-time total of 12,000 men. 


The new car, introduced as part of a plan to put “men 
and money back to work,” will also involve an expendi- 
ture of $11,000,000 for tools, production materials and 
other costs, and will increase the company’s monthly 
wages by $1,250,000. 

Although prices on the new car will not be announced 
until Thursday, they are understood to be in or slightly 
under the present price class of Ford, Chevrolet and | 
Plymouth. Barit said the new car “will measure up to 
every tradition of lowest priced cars in economy and 
operation”; that it “sets new standards in the amount of 
room available, in smoothness of its operation, sturdiness 
of construction and its fine car features.” 

Early production, Barit said, will be along four body 
styles—sedan, three- and four-passenger coupe and con- 
vertible coupe. The new car will have a wheelbase of 
112 inches, and will be 187% inches over all. The motor 


is 83 horsepower. 
Tuesday’s meeting was attended by over 100 of che| 
car ene RRR SD 


Hudson Starts 
Work on New 
Low-Price Car 


Complete details and photos of the new Hudson 
112 model, announced Tuesday by President A. E. 
Barit, will be given in ADN’s regular Saturday 
issue, Jan. 8, when the announcement is released. 
Fischer eee eee mune eneeenepRiniamiarnienennetnimNRNEiNenT 
country’s leading publishers and editors, who gathered | 
at Barit’s invitation to discuss a move calling for ex- 
panded activity and employment as well as for a preview 
of the new car. 

Citing the automotive industry’s leadership in bringing | 
the nation out of the last depression, Barit said he hoped | 
Hudson’s latest move would set the pace for another | 
business revival. He cited the economic value of Hudson’s 
venture, from the factory worker to the company’s dealer 
body and suppliers, and pointed out that Hudson dealers 
now will be able to cater to all groups from the low to 
the high-medium price field. 

Hudson distributors from all over the United States 
will be in Detroit beginning Wednesday for their first 
view of the new car. On Thursday, there will be previews 
for Hudson dealers and their organizations from Detroit 
and vicinity, and Friday for all other dealers and mem- | 
bers of the trade from the area around Detroit. 

During the next two weeks, similar previews will be 
held throughout the country for Hudson dealers and the | 
automobile trade generally. 

” * ” 
Resumption of operations by sev- 
eral plants, following a _ holiday | 
Up Slightly layoff, will increase the current | 
to 48,394 week’s car and truck production to | 
48,394 units, according to ADN’s| 
mid-week survey of the industry. The figure compares | 


Week’s Output 





| revealed that the Ford Motor Co. plans to introduce a 
| low-priced tractor of unusual design within the next few 


| they want to know how the rest of the winter will be. 


| track a few years ago and left it. 


with a revised total of 44,995 units last week and 83,305 
units in the corresponding week of 1936. 

With approximately 22,000 cars and trucks scheduled 
for the week, Ford tops current production in the in- 
dustry. Coupled with Lincoln’s estimated 500 units, the 
Ford group total is 22,500. 

General Motors group total is placed at 19,161 units, | 
compared with 15,220 last week and 12,580 last year when 
most of GM plants were tied up by a UAW sit-down | 
strike. Chevrolet expects to produce about 13,000 cars| 
this week, while Buick bumps schedules up to 3,111 and | 
Oldsmobile figures on 1,800. Pontiac should get around | 
800 and Cadillac-LaSalle about 450. 

Except for a few scattered assemblies, all Chrysler | 
divisions continue shut down this week, but expect to/| 
re-open next week. 

Hudson, which expects to get into production of its 
new low-priced model this week, has about 775 units 
carded for the current week, around 200 of which likely 
will be the new models. Hudson’s output is expected to be 
hiked considerably in the next few weeks. 

Packard’s projected 1,200 leads the independent group 
this week, followed by Hudson’s 775, Nash’s 648, and Gra- 
ham’s 110. Studebaker, Willys and Hupmobile, closed for 
inventories this week, plan to re-open next week. 

* * * 
Seeing “nothing to prevent our going 
forward,” Henry Ford, in a statement | 
last week, declared that the nation is 
on the verge of an era of greater quan- 
tity production. At the same time, he 


Ford Sees 
1938 Outlook 
As Bright 


months. No other details of the new tractor were 
announced. 

“Almost every reason for the temporary stoppage of | 
business can be discounted,” Ford asserted. “The people 


“They have heard so many threats that they are wait- 
ing to see. Well, that is all right. What they will see 
will not be as bad as it sounded. 

“One thing we must learn is that we were on the right 
When we made plenty 
of things that people use to live, we were able to make 
them at low prices, and people were able to buy them, | 
and this made work for more men. 

“There is no way of changing that cycle, and no way 
of improving upon it—working and using and making | 
things better and easier to get is all there is to it—and | 





|the sooner we get back to that the better it will be. 
| There is no use waiing for some one else to start—this 


thing will get started, as it always has, by individual 


initiative.” 


In an interview with the motor magnate, Dow, Jones 


revealed the following, in part: 
“Henry Ford is not disturbed about the business out- 
look for 1938. He thinks prices have been too high, a 


| condition that conflicts with his belief that low prices 


make for high wages and high wages for stability of 
business. Prices and wages, the seventy-five-year-old 
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(See ADN, Saturday, Jan. 


8, for Complete Details) 


| }Miscellaneous 


jin reference 


ADN Production Estimate 


Weeks Ended Jan. 8-Jan. 1 
Week Same Week Jan. 
Ending Week Ending to 
Jan. 8 1937* Jan.1* Date 
22,500 30,000 21,475 22,500 
22,000 30,000 21,000 22,000 
475 8 450 475 
25 8 25 25 
19,161 12,580 15,220 19,161 
$ 14,000 13,000 
275 800 
495 3,111 
1,800 
450 


Jan. 1 
to 
Jan. 8 
22,500 
22,000 
475 
25 
19,161 
13,000 
800 
3,111 


FORD 
+Ford 
Lin.-Zephyr 
Lincoln . 
GEN. MOTORS 
+Chevrolet 
Pontiac 
Buick 
Oldsmobile . 1,800 
Cad.-LaSalle .. 450 
CHRYSLER . $ 
+Plymouth 
+Dodge 


13,000 t 
6,180 


800 
3,111 £ 
5,300 
1,100 
22,000 
11,000 
7,000 
2,000 
2,000 
2,800 £ 
3,372 870 
2,047 474 
2,176 629 
1,500 895 
300 432 
6,530 
83,305 44,995 48,394 48,394 
§Not available. tClosed for 


7 
= 
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PACKARD 

+HUDSON 
*STUDEBAKER 

NASH 

*WILLYS 

GRAHAM 
HUPMOBILE .... 

. 4,000 


Ye 


“e"a3 


+ 
= 
> 


+ 


4,000 4,000 


; 


.. 48,394 
tIncludes trucks. 


+TOTAL 


*Revised. 
inventory. 


founder of the world’s largest privately-owned industria] 


| enterprise believes, cannot go in the same direction at 
| the same 
| uncertainty affecting business, but only utmost certainty 
|that political obstruction will continue until it reaches 


time. Ford holds that there is no political 


its natural breakdown. In the meantime, he thinks that 


s or business may have become stronge ] siti 
|are naturally cautious at this time of the year because | Ser by opposition. 


“Ford has consistently refused to make any statement 
to the recent National Labor Relations 
Board decision against the Ford Motor Co. He feels 
that it is more than a question of specific acts; that the 
decision involves his personal reputation and the char- 
acter of his business. His business has been conducted 
<acnseeraen sree EEEEEEEEEEE ennai 
Commercial registrations, which have regularly 
appeared in ADN’s pink sheet and have been 
supplanted by the used car price table, will here- + 
after appear in ADN’s Truck, Bus and Trailer 
section, the first issue of which will be Jan. 29. 


= 


in the full gaze of the public and under the scrutiny of 
hundreds of thousands of working men who have served 
under his system during the last 34 years. He feels that 
these facts supply the best answer to the NLRB. 


“Just now Mr. Ford’s main interest in the building of 
a low-priced farm tractor of new design, experiments on 
which are under way. He is much more engrossed in 
this than in the board’s charges, which the company’s 
attorney characterized as being ‘prejudiced, wrong, un- 
just and not based upon the facts in the record.’” 

ADN’s revision of Ford’s total 1937 output of cars and 
trucks shows that Ford division of the company turned 
out roughly 1,190,000 units during the 12 months ending 


(Continued on Page, 2, Col. 1) 


Plant Activity 


Beardsley Named 

New York.—Leslie R. Beards- 
ley, assistant secretary, is named 
secretary of General Motors Corp. 
to succeed the late Thomas S. 
Merrill, who died Dec. 25. The 
GM board of directors, meeting in 
New York, also appointed A. F. 
Power, of the legal department, 
as assistant secretary with head- 
quarters in Detroit. Beardsley 
will headquarter in New York. 


Steel Upturn 

New York.—After 15 consecu- 
tive weeks of curtailment the 
steel industry. will step up 6.2 


points the current week to 25.6 
per cent of capacity, according to 
the American Iron & Steel Insti- 
tute. Leaders viewed the rise as 
an indication of a gradual in- 
crease in operations during 1938. 
Last week the rate was 19.2 per 
cent of capacity. 


Ruddon Named 


Detroit.—R. W. Ruddon, gen- 
eral manager, is named president 
of Federal Motor Truck Co., suc- 
ceeding Martin L. Pulcher, who 
will continue as a director of the 
company. Ruddon has been with 
Federal 24 years. 


Sees Upswing 

New York.—Winthrop W. Ald- 
rich, chairman, Chase National 
Bank of New York, says that De- 
cember business figures “suggest 
that the decline has ceased and 
that the business curve is flatten- 
ing out.” 


Shaw Resigns 

Lansing.—R. M. W. Shaw an- 
nounces his resignation as assist- 
ant general sales manager of 
Oldsmobile. Shaw had been as- 
sociated with the company for 
more than 15 years. He did not 
reveal his plans for the future. 


Buick—-resumes on three-day basis. 

Cadillac-LaSalle—stays on 2%-day basis. 

Chevrolet—averaging between two and three days. 

Chrysler Units—(Plymouth, Dodge, Chrysler and De 
Soto) still on holiday shutdown; all units expect to re- 
open next week. 

Ford—-continues on five-day basis. 

Graham—will get two days. 

Hudson—starts work on new low-priced model; rehires 
6,000 workers, bringing payroll to 12,000 men. 

Hupmobile—expects to reopen next week. 

Lincoln—like parent, on five days. 

Nash—plans about two days work. 

Oldsmobile—bumps operations to three days. 

Packard—resumes on four-day basis. 

Pontiac—about two days. 





Studebaker—closed for week’s inventory. 
Willys—closed for week’s inventory. 
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(Continued from page 1) 
Dec. 31 last. This compares with ADN’s previous estimate 


of 1,132,050 units for the year. 
. * o . 





| 
Based on new evidence, the Ford Motor | 


Ford Asks Co. this week petitioned the National 


New Hearing Labor Relations Board to set aside its | 


From NLRB recent findings in the Ford-UAW case 


and rehear the case. Refuting the) 


NLRB charges of “unfair labor practices” and orders to 


“cease and desist,’ counsel for Ford set forth 14 points | 


as reasons for rehearing the case. 


The NLRB, which was prepared to take the matter to | 


court for a ruling, is expected to pass on the petition in| 
a few days. Should the board refuse a rehearing and | 
then appeal the case, the Ford company could go before | 


the court and fight issuance of an order to force com- 
pliance with board’s order. 

The 14-point petition filed by Ford this week is sum- 
marized as follows: 
1 That the majority of the 29 dismissed employes were 

discharged by John Prokop, Ford foreman, who was 

not called to testify at the hearing last July. Had Pro- 
kop been called, the petition states, he would have testi- 
fied he had fired the men for inefficiency. 


2 That the number of employes the company is charged | 


with having dismissed for union activities or sympa- 


thies represented but a small fraction of the total num- | 


ber of employes discharged within the same period. 

At the time such discharges took place many Ford 

employes were members of labor unions, had been 
employed by the company for many years and are still 
in its employ. Their service of employment has never 
been interfered with by reason of such membership. 

That the board’s finding that the Ford company 

sponsored a “dummy” labor organization known as the 
Ford Brotherhood of America and “has dominated and 
interfered with this organization and contributed to its 
support” are unsupported by the record of the hearing 
and are contrary to the facts. 
5 That the Ford Brotherhood was instigated by “an 

individual not employed by or connected with the 
company” and when the company heard of the organi- 
zation’s birth, cautioned its officers against membership 
solicitation in the plant or representing themselves as 
havine the support of the company and that these in- 

“structions were carried out by all within control of the 

company. 

That the board’s charge, “the service department has 


been vested with the responsibility of maintaining | 


surveillance over Ford employes, not only during their 
work but when they are outside the plant, and of crush- 
ing at its inception, by force if necessary, any sign of 


union activity,” is unsupported by the evidence and con- | 


trary to fact. 
7 That the service department’s function is “to guard 
and patrol the gates and the plant for the purpose of 
preserving order, preventing thefts, keeping out tres- 
passers and the like” and that during 1937 its member- 
ship did not exceed 400. 
That the board's reference to “vigilante groups” can 
only mean, to the company’s knowledge, “groups that 


informally joined together for the sole purpose of resist- 


ing any attempt to inaugurate a sit-down strike inside 
the plant. 
That in commenting on unions and their effect on 
employe welfare, Henry Ford was exercising the 


right of free speech guaranteed by the Constitution “with | 


which the board has no authority to interfere.” 

10 That the company will show, if a rehearing is 
granted, that its policy is one of non-interference 

and that those officials in charge of hiring and dismissals 

have been directed not to discriminate either in favor of 

or against members of any labor union. 

TL That the board was not justified in making its 
findings upon the unsupported evidence of the men 

discharged, particularly in “the light of the policy of the 

company.” 

12 That Ford service men took no part in the battle 
between Ford employes and UAW representatives 

at the Miller road entrance of the Rouge plant, May 26. 

1 That the company will prove at a rehearing that 
whatever acts of violence took place May 26 were 

not committed at the direction or with the authority of 

the company. 

14. That the Ford-UAW riot of May 26 and matters 
stemming from it are to be dealt with properly, 

solely by local authorities of the state and cannot be used 

by the board as the basis of an injunction against the 


Ford company * * » 
Including ADN’s estimate of 6,300 units 
Nov. Car for Wisconsin, where official figures are 
Sales Hit banned, November passenger car sales 
196,485 hit a total of 196,485 units, about 12 per 


cent under the 223,560 registrations 
chalked up during the same month a year ago and 
220,262 in November, 1935. 

The 47 states and District of Columbia reported a total 
of 190,185 new car sales during the month, compared 
with 217,610 in the same period a year ago. Wisconsin's 
total is estimated by ADN at 6,300 units, as against an 
official figure of 6,122 in November, 1936. 

November’s final total is slightly in excess of ADN’s 
previous estimate of around 180,000 sales, the last few 
states to report showing a firmer stand than those 
previously heard from. 

* * * 


With Wisconsin estimated at 500 units, 

Truck Sales’ truck sales in November totaled 27,424 

In Nov. Hit units, which compares with ADN’s pre- 
27,424 Units vious estimate of 28,000 for the month 

and 30,255 registrations made in No- 

* vember a year ago. The Wisconsin estimate compares 
with 644 trucks sold in that state during November, 1936. 


*Wisconsin estimated for July, August, 





NEW PASSENGER CAR REGISTRATIONS, 
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Passenger Car Registrations 


**11 Months Total, 1937-1936 





Unit 
| MAKE 19387 Pos. 1986 Pos. Gain 





















































FORD ... Pe eRew eee 735,243 1 685,187 2 50,056 
CHEVROLET ......... 720,502 2 849,698 1 129,196* 
PRIME EEE bocca 00-0 438,665 3 452,903 3 14,238" 
DODGE ceeeeeees 244,081 4 £224,785 4 £19,246 
PONTIAC weeeeees 202,241 5 152,264 6 49,977 
| BUICK er ccoenn Seat 6 139,202 7 50,465 
OLDSMOBILE ..eeee. 178,465 7 #4«°158,761 5 19,704 
RSE 2 kn veers 90,244 8 61,243 10 29,001 
CHRYSLER ehipa's 85,933 9 51,186 11 34,747 
HUDSON . eee & 85,710 10 89,186 8 3,476* 
DE SOTO Juveteades 70,363 11 39,464 12 30,899 
NASH .... srl 67,104 12 38,019 13 29,085 
STUDEBAKER sore 66,413 13 61,271 9 5,142 
WILLYS ..... arr 49,309 14 11,297 17 38,012 
CAD. -LASALLE_ reas 37,859 15 21,334 14 16,525 
LINCOLN ert = 13,500 16 9,714 
MEPGMEEORIL 6 shoes ceyss 13,177 17 14,971 15 1,794* 
AUBURN-CORD ...... 1,280 18 2,883 18 1,603* 
PIERCE-ARROVW ... 161 19 741 19 580* 
MISC. . Sawai ea haem 71,617 9,299 7,682* 
TOTAL... ase retes 3,301, 198 3,077,194 224,004 
*Loss. 


*Includes 291 Hupmobiles. 
**Wis. for July, Aug., Sept., Oct., Nov., 1937 estimated. 


Geographical Analysis 
**10 Months Total 


PASSENGER CARS 
Unit Pet. 


1937 1936 Gain Gain 
New England 209,615 194,725 14,890 7.6 


Middle Atlantic.... 664,370 574,551 89,819 15.6 
South Atlantic 805,519 278,760 26,759 9.6 
E. North Central ... 864,752 764,364 100,388 13.1 
E. South Central.. 126,258 115,779 10,479 9.0 
W. North Central.. 322,310 313,761 8,549 2.7 
W. South Central.. 217,996 220,653 2,657 1.2* 
Mountain States... 104,629 106,086 1,457 1.3* 





Pacific States 285,033 4,252 1.5 
i |) re 3,104,734 2,853,634 251,100 8.8 
*Loss 
‘ 
State by State 
Unit 
1937 1936 Gain 
NEW ENGLAND ...... 209,615 194,725 14,890 
DE: cithamsvnanceaes 18,754 16,506 2,248 
New Hampshire ...... 11,715 10,802 913 
WE Sccevistsend< 7,908 7,310 598 
Massachusetts ........ 106,141 101,257 4,884 
Rhode Island......... 18,832 16,339 2,493 
Connecticut .......... 46,265 42,511 3,754 
MIDDLE ATLANTIO .. 664,370 574,551 89,819 
Oe eee 295,995 259,833 36,162 
Mew JONGON oo cccccvces 107,112 89,973 17,139 
Pennsylvania ......... 261,263 224,745 36,518 
SOUTH ATLANTIO.... 305,519 278,760 26,750 
ic enaseeee 8,668 6,925 1,743 
PORE  ccnccesences 40,664 36,719 3,945 
District of Columbia.. 25,048 27,672 2,624* 
I Sioa v cei ysaes 44,500 42,515 1,985 
West Virginia ........ 32,156 32,050 106 
North Carolina ....... 47,096 39,428 7,668 
South Carolina ...... 24,203 19,747 4,456 
CE va csccaeewens 45,999 39,628 6,371 
EE acca seae ate 37,185 34,076 3,109 
E. NORTH CENTRAL... 864,752 764,364 100,388 
Re gpg oie 4 226,368 202,496 23,872 
acess 225,960 201,621 24,339 
eae aaa gs 111,887 101,036 10,851 
ss Secs dn sesie 217,330 183,214 34,116 
POO. nc acccncees 83,207 75,997 7,210 
E. SOUTH CENTRAL... 126,258 115,779 10,479 
RE oss cass ves 36,863 33,241 3,622 
 cccanseen'e 38,233 35,183 3,050 
I sign ca ulad a 31,278 27,186 4,092 
OE os ac ncesde 19,884 20,169 285* 
W. NORTH CENTRAL. 322,310 313,761 8,549 
pe eae 75,990 70,898 5,092 
es ek cates 59,547 59,266 281 
CR cso pn cacnans 82,498 78,718 3,780 
North Dakota ........ 11,050 10,157 893 
South Dakota ........ 11,710 12,274 564* 
I oan eo ad 30,707 33,665 2,958* 
CS GREP ORE OCCT EO 50,808 48,783 2,025 
W. SOUTH CENTRAL. 217,996 220,653 2,657* 
EP ere 18,340 17,879 461 
SOT OLE 29,121 30,442 1,321* 
NR a 43,670 45,818 2,148* 
cA Pees ee 126,865 126,514 351 
MOUNTAIN STATES... 104,629 106,086 1,457* 
NE, 3 Ja do's 0 04 5% 17,131 19,775 2,644* 
Tg oe ieee 12,691 12,575 116 
Wyoming ............. 7,895 8,149 254* 
CN ose eke es 29,344 29,136 208 
a. ped eae 10,958 10,236 722 
New Mexico .......... 9,186 8,676 510 
Nees a oes 5 oS ead 13,061 12,773 288 
Oe a dic alate 4,363 4,766 403* 
PACIFIC STATES ..... 289,285 285,033 4,252 
oe re 212,094 206,328 5,766 
cas oawan 32,180 33,353 1,173* 
Washington .......... 45,011 45,352 341* 
, |) re 3, 104,734 2,853,634 251,100 
*Loss. 











**Wis. for July, Aug., Sept., Oct., 1937 estimated. 
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: Newspapers co-operating includ N York Times, Boston 
Actual top and bottom prices on 1935, 1936 and 1937 Used Cars, Used Car Selling Priees Globe, Cleveland Plain Dealer, Adieun "to niet, Chicago’ Tribome, 
St. Louis Globe- Democrat, Dallas 


as advertised in local newspapers of current week. SEDAN prices Minneapolis Tribune, lows 
only used in this comparison. (As Advertised, Week Ending Dec. 25, 1937) Denver Post, Seattle Times, and Los Angeles Times. : 


MAKE Boston New York Cleveland Chicago ‘Minneapolis Atlanta St. Louis Dallas Denver Seattle Los Angeles 
Buick “40” ; 37] $640 $825 | $675-$795 | $697 | ee $795-$995 | $925-$990 | $745-$795 
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